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Rock Crystal and Enamel Objets d'Art 








ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL VESSEL 
This incredibly rare Viennese vessel, carved from a 
single block of rock crystal and adorned with intricately 
enameled silver, takes the form of a mythological bird. 
From its feathered tail and double head to hand- 
painted Neoclassical enamel, this objet d'art exhibits the 
astounding carving and silver expertise for which Viennese 
artists of the 19th century are renowned. 

From the Renaissance to the 19th century, rock crystal was 
considered one of the most highly valued of all minerals 
and was held by many to be a marvel of nature. Discovered 
thousands of years ago, rock crystal, or natural quartz, 
has been cherished for its natural beauty and remarkable 
ability to refract light. When cut and polished, the inherent 
striations and inclusions of the crystal create a reflection 
of light far more brilliant than man-made crystal or glass. 
The scarcity of this crystallized quartz, however, limited 
its use, and for thousands of years, glass makers have 
sought to imitate its shimmering qualities. Featured in the 
most sumptuous of art collections, it was revered for its 
transparent quality, and was often represented in art as a 
sign of purity. Circa 1860 8 3 A"w x 9Va"h. #29-6356 
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Rock Crystal and Enamel Ob jets d'Art 



Vienna emerged as one of the most important European centers for decorative 
arts in the mid-\9th century. The city's prime location within the center of the 
Holy Roman Empire allowed a unique infusion of artistic styles and techniques. 
This influx gave rise to a highly skilled force of Viennese artisans proficient in 
creating the finest rock crystal and enamel works the world has ever seen. These 
works are rarely found outside the confines of museums and private collections, 
and M.S. Rau Antiques is proud to offer these masterpieces from one of the most 
important compilations of Viennese objets d'art ever assembled for acquisition. 
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SILVER AND LAPIS CLOCK TOWER GARNITURE 

Constructed with immense complexity and unmatched artistry, this rare and incredible 
Viennese clock tower garniture is one of the finest examples of Austrian silver and enamel 
craftsmanship ever made. Handsomely inlaid with plaques of lapis lazuli, these silver towers 
feature intricate openwork and sculpture, all beautifully adorned with colorful enamel. 
Medallions and picture windows add to the impressive level of artistry, and highly detailed 
masks and figures placed atop twisted columns complete this extraordinary design. 

Considering the difficulty of producing these opulent enamel wares, a large example such 
as this would have been particularly costly. During the 19th century, Viennese enamels 
enjoyed a great deal of popularity and the city was widely known as the "enameling center 
of Europe." Today, pieces hailing from the Vienna workshops are highly sought after, though 
only a handful of examples of this caliber ever appear on the market. Circa 1865. Clock tower: 
27 3 /4"h. Supporting towers: 21'A"h. #29-3943 
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The clock face is encircled by vivid champleve enamel work. 



One of the many intrical 



hinged glass door. 
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ST. GEORGE ROCK CRYSTAL VESSEL 
St. George slays the infamous dragon 
atop this exquisite rock crystal 
covered vessel. The clarity of this 
particular specimen is exceptional, 
illustrating why this legendary mineral 
has been exalted by collectors since 
the Renaissance. Further adding to 
the vessel's beauty and rarity is the 
inclusion of vivid green emeralds and 
pink sapphires adorning the silver 
gilt rim, stem and base, which also 
boast precisely executed rock crystal 
carving. Circa 1860. 8'/4"h. #29-8765 
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ROCK CRYSTAL CORNUCOPIAS BY 
HERMANN RATZERSDORFER 
A rare pair of Viennese rock crystal 
cornucopias is attributed to the Austrian 
master craftsman Hermann Ratzersdorfer. 
This resplendent pair displays radiant 
engraved rock crystal hoisted by silver 
gilt mounts with intricately-enameled 
mythological scenes. The cornucopias are 
held by swans bejeweled with an amethyst 
on the chest, and terminate in an eagle's 
head. Circa 1860. 10" to 107s"l x 87s" to 8 7 /s"h. 
#29-8764 




ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL CHARGER 
This breathtaking Viennese silver gilt charger 
is inset with nine meticulously carved panels 
of rock crystal and covered in a complex 
network of champleve and relief enameling. 
Mingling amongst the white enamel cherubs 
and busts are bezel-set rubies and 
emeralds. Displaying the talents of a 
master goldsmith, jeweler, enamelist 
and rock crystal sculptor, this 
charger is a fantastic example of 
19th-century craftsmanship at 
its finest. Circa 1860. 12'/4"dia. 
#29-8760 
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ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL EWER 
Twenty-one insets of hand-carved rock crystal are 
showcased in this amazing gilt silver and enamel ewer. 
There was a time when amassing collections of such 
majestic rock crystal objects as this was a primary 
pursuit of most every European royal, as it was taken 
to symbolize their wealth, culture, and power. Circa 
1860. 127s"h. #29-8762 
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ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL TAZZA 
Mounted entirely in gilt silver, this tazza bears a mermaid on 
the lip and is supported by a merman perched atop a carved 
rock crystal and enameled plinth. Four diminutive sea turtles 
support the plinth, with a carved rock crystal base beneath 
them. The bowl bears intricate engravings detailing creatures 
of the sea amongst the waves. Circa 1860. 10 3 A"h. #29-8761 



ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL CASKET 
This resplendent Viennese rock crystal casket is enveloped 
in exquisite enamel detailing. The entire casket is crafted 
of silver gilt with the lid and all four sides inset with carved 
rock crystal panels. Resting upon lion paw feet, this elegant 
objet d art is a superior example of both rock crystal and 
enamel artistry. Circa 1 860. 57s"w x 4Vt"d x 4'/4"h. #29-8753 
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ROCK CRYSTAL NEF 
A tour-de-force of Viennese 
rock crystal, this splendid nef 
is mounted entirely in gilt 
silver. The ship is upheld by 
a mermaid perched atop a 
carved rock crystal, enameled, 
and bejeweled base. From the 
ship's ties and the diminutive 
sailors, to the menacing sea 
serpent which is rendered with 
awe-inspiring precision, the 
vessel bears the most intricate 
workmanship. Circa 1870. 
10 3 A"h. #29-8759 
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LAPIS AND ENAMEL TRAY 
A glorious example of 19th-century 
Viennese craftsmanship, this beautiful 
enamel and silver gilt tray is inlaid 
with vivid blue lapis lazuli plaques. 
Masks and swags wrought in high 
relief boast brilliant enameling of 
exceptional quality. Lapis has long 
stood as a symbol of power, and 
thus objects of virtu crafted of this 
prized mineral were reserved only 
for the highest-ranking members of 
society. This enchanting stone was 
likened to the "road to heaven" for its 
resemblance to a star-filled sky, and 
was even used to adorn the graves 
of some of society's most important 
figures. Circa 1860. 21'A"wx l4'A"h. 
#29-8754 



Enameling is one of the oldest forms 
of decorative art, with examples dating 
back almost 3,000 years to Mycenaean 
Greece. Despite advances made in all 
areas of decorative art, it seems that 
the methods used for enameling have 
changed little since that time. Enamel 
is actually glass, colored with metallic 
pigments, which is fused to metal by 
firing. Because different colors fire at 
different temperatures, it was essential 
that the artist paint the colors that 
required the highest heat first, adding 
the others in descending order of their 
firing temperature. 
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CARVED LAPIS LAZULI CUP 
Carved of solid lapis lazuli, this 
captivating cup is a work of skilled 
artistry and luxury. Sculpted in an elegant 
scalloped form and accented with 
intricately enameled, gilt bronze mounts, 
this graceful pedestal cup would almost 
certainly have only been created for the 
most affluent customer. Gifted Viennese 
craftsmen used lapis to create objects 
of singular beauty, and this cup is an 
exceptional example of their imaginative 
wares. Circa 1880. 4"w x 37s"d x 37i6"h. 
#29-8766 
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ROCK CRYSTAL HISTORISMUS VASE 
This extraordinary Viennese 
"Historismus" vase is crafted 
of magnificent, scroll-engraved 
rock crystal panels mounted in 
intricately enameled silver. Almost 
certainly the work of Kark Bank of 
Vienna, this stunning vase, also 
known as historical revival glass, 
reinterpreted the styles of previous, 
often much older, periods of glass. 
To find one of these enchanting 
vases in rock crystal, an extremely 
valuable material during this time, 
is especially rare. Features post- 
1872 control mark. Circa 1880. 11 "h. 
#29-6355 
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ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL CHARGER 
This Viennese rock crystal octagonal dish is 
comprised almost entirely of the luminous 
and highly coveted semi-precious stone. A 
refined silver gilt frame, adorned with beautiful 
enameling and bead-line detailing, gives 
support to the 1 7 rock crystal plaques, which 
are engraved with a complex motif of 
grapevines, scrolls and masks which 
mirror the enamel work on the 
parameter of the dish. Circa 1860. 
14"wxl3"d. #29-8751 
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BEIEWELED ROCK CRYSTAL EWER 
The most intricate engraving envelopes 
this rare Viennese rock crystal ewer. 
Masterfully wrought silver-gilt mounts 
are bejeweled with rubies, emeralds 
and pearls, surrounded by fine enamel 
detailing synonymous with superior 
19th-century Viennese craftsmanship. 
A spiral of faceted amethyst stones 
and a golden mask add elegance to the 
dramatic dragon-formed handle. The 
intense level of workmanship displayed 
in this brilliant object of virtu makes it 
a true masterpiece. Circa 1860. lOV/'h. 
#29-8763 
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ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL SALVER 
This magnificent Viennese salver, 
intricately carved from solid rock 
crystal, combines the mastery of the 
Viennese enameling tradition with the 
radiance of rock crystal. Mounted in 
a silver frame, plaques of intricately 
etched natural quartz are bound by 
hand-painted enamel scenes from 
classical mythology. To find an item of 
this quality and condition, perfectly 
incorporating luminous rock crystal, is 
exceptional and highly desirable. 
Circa 1870. 8"w x 8 3 A"1. #29-6264 
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ROCK CRYSTAL CASKET BY HERMANN RATZERSDORFER 
Austrian master craftsman Hermann Ratzersdorfer is credited with the 
creation of this monumental rock crystal casket. This artisan was renowned for 
his ability to recapture the glory of the Renaissance antiquities that inspired 
his work, utilizing his gifts as a goldsmith, enamelist, jeweler and sculptor of 
rock crystal to craft some of the most astounding rock crystal masterpieces 
the world had ever seen. This silver gilt casket boasts 17 meticulously 
carved rock crystal panels, resplendent relief enameling and round rubies 
accentuating the lid. Inside, a Neoclassical scene is painstakingly enameled 
on the bottom. A total of eight fully formed columns stand at each corner, 
with their plinths providing the supports to this outstanding objet d'art. 



A virtuoso of the Renaissance Revival style, Hermann Ratzersdorfer bears 
the distinction of being one of the handful of Viennese journeymen to reach 
the rank of master craftsman, at a time when the guilds kept the number of 
masters as low as possible to ensure only the very finest artisans thrived. 
With that accomplishment under his belt, Ratzersdorfer was free to open his 
own workshop in 1843. He soon began participating in various exhibitions 
throughout Europe, winning honors and medals and attaining considerable 
acclaim for his rock crystal objets d'art. Circa 1 870. 9V4 r 'w x 7Vs"d x 5 3 /4"h. 
#29-8755 
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ROCK CRYSTAL AND ENAMEL CHARGER 
Twenty-four heavily carved lunettes of 
rock crystal are set amongst 1 7 intricately 
enameled plaques in this Viennese silver 
gilt charger. Circa 1860. 12"dia. #29-8752 
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ROCK CRYSTAL CORNUCOPIA BY HERMANN RATZERSDORFER 
This opulent and large Viennese rock crystal cornucopia is attributed 
to the Austrian master craftsman Hermann Ratzersdorfer. This piece 
boasts radiant rock crystal engraving, classically inspired enameled 
scenes of the utmost intricacy, and beautiful silver work. Circa 1870. 
1 7 3 /4"l x 1 1 '/2"h. #29-8757 
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Rock Crystal and Enamel Objets d'Art 



Call M.S. Rfltt Antiques today at 877-315-8654 to 
learn more about acquiring a Viennese Rock Crystal 
and Enamel masterpiece for your collection. 




ROCK CRYSTAL VASE 
This rare Viennese rock crystal 
and enamel vase is formed of 
intricately-etched rock crystal, 
a luminous mineral that was 
among the most precious and 
expensive materials used in 
the decorative arts at the tim 
and adorned with gilt bronze 
and meticulously hand-painted 
enamel in a classical motif. Circa 
1870. 4'/2"h. #28-8818 





